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CONEIDENTIAL CAPE TOWN 1000 

E.O. 1 1652: GDS 
TAGS: PDEV, SE, WA, SG 

SUBJECT: NAMIBIA: POSSIBLE SENEGALESE MISSION 
REF: DAKAR 3679, 

1 . WE ARE INTRIGUED BY THE IDEA OE SENGHOR SENDING A EACT- 
EINDING MISSION TO NAMIBIA IN THE CONTEXT OF SUPPORT FOR THE 
WESTERN INITIATIVE. IT STRIKES US SUCH A VISIT AT THIS JUNCTURE 
COULD BE HELPEUL. 

2. GIVEN SOUTH AERICAN INTEREST IN TIES WITH BLACK AERICA 
CONEIDENTIAL 
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(AND GIVEN IN PARTICULAR THE CONTACT SOUTH AERICAN LEADERS 
HAVE PERIODICALLY HAD WITH SENEGAL), IT WOULD BE DIFEICULT EOR 
THE SAG TO OPPOSE SUCH A VISIT, THERE IS A EAIR CHANCE THE SAG 
WOULD WELCOME IT. 

3. SWAPO WOULD PRESUMABLY BE DISPLEASED AND MIGHT ATTEMPT 
TO RALLY SOME OE SENGHOR'S AERICAN COLLEAGUES TO PERSUADE 
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HIM TO FOREGO SENDING A MISSION. 

4. IT WOULD, OF COURSE, BE ESSENTIAL TO ASSURE THERE IS 
NO DOUBT ABOUT THE MISSION BEING ENTIRELY A SENEGALESE 
INITIATIVE. AND IT SHOULD BE ABLE TO MOVE FREELY AND NOT 
APPEAR TO BE UNDER THE SOUTH AERICAN WING. 

5. A SENEGALESE MISSION COULD BE HELPFUL IN GETTING 
THE SOUTH AERICANS TO PUT THEIR BEST FOOT FORWARD AND 
TO AVOID FALSE STEPS. MOREOVER, IT WOULD INDICATE TO 
SWAPO THAT THERE IS A SIGNIFICANT AFRICAN OPINION IN 

FAVOR OF THE WESTERN PROPOSAL AND ITS EARLY IMPLEMENTATION. 

IT MIGHT HAVE A USEEUL EFFECT ON OTHER AERICANS AS WELL. 

6. AMBASSADOR COHEN IS IN THE BETTER POSITION TO JUDGE 
HOW WELL SENEGALESE MISSION MIGHT SERVE THESE ENDS, BUT 
WE SUGGEST CONSIDERATION BE GIVEN TO ENCOURAGING THE IDEA. 

NELSON 
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